
Minutes of Special and Regular Meeting of November 28, 2017 

One Twin Pines Lane, Belmont, CA 

 

SPECIAL MEETING 

 

CLOSED SESSION [Conference Room 360, 5:45 P.M.] 

Conference With Legal Counsel (Govt Code Section 54956.9(d)(4)) 

One Case: Claim of Adele Lopez 

 

Attended by: Councilmembers Hurt, Kim, Lieberman, Stone. Councilmember Reed was 

absent. 

 

STUDY SESSION [Emergency Operations Center, 6:08 P.M.] 

 

Update on Negotiations for the Extension of the Solid Waste Collection Services Franchise 

Agreement Terms and Conditions 

Solid Waste Consultant Shawn Koorn provided a history of the franchise agreement the City of 

Belmont has had with Recology of San Mateo County since 2010 for solid waste collection. He 

reviewed State regulations regarding requirements for the reduction of solid waste, as well as for 

recycling and composting. He noted that the City has received good service from and has a good 

working relationship with Recology. He clarified that South Bayside Waste Management 

Authority (SBWMA) has approved an extension of the franchise agreement, but each member city 

must also agree. 

 

Discussion ensued regarding migration to the smaller cart size and its effect on revenues and rates. 

Finance Director Fil clarified that rates are based on the size of the black trash cart. 

 

Consultant Koorn explained that the primary components of the current agreement under 

discussion include term, contractors’ compensation, pass-through costs and rates. Finance Director 

Fil made note of the cost savings that would be realized by moving to a 15-year term, based on life 

of equipment. He also explained Belmont’s unique provision regarding rates that is proposed to 

continue. 

 

Consultant Koorn reviewed current and proposed rate setting methodologies, which provides for 

a percent cap on annual rate increases. He outlined potential issues that are still being reviewed. 

 

Discussion ensued regarding the Ox Mountain landfill capacity, fuel costs, and the proposed one-

time adjustment in 2020. Finance Director Fil reviewed the cost of service for each black cart size. 

 

Council concurred to have staff continue exploring options regarding future rate smoothing, and 

future cost of service adjustments. 

 

Attended by: Councilmembers Hurt, Kim, Lieberman, Stone. Councilmember Reed was 

absent. 

 

Adjournment: 6:48 P.M. 

Terri Cook  

City Clerk  
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REGULAR MEETING 

 

CALL TO ORDER 7:00 P.M. 

ROLL CALL 

Councilmembers Present: Hurt, Kim, Lieberman, Stone 

Councilmembers Absent: Reed 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Led by the Carlmont High School Girls Cross Country team captains. 

 

REPORT FROM CLOSED SESSION 

No report. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA 

Edward Hauter, Belmont resident, commented regarding reducing ambient lighting for amateur 

astronomers. 

 

COUNCILMEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Councilmember Kim outlined Carlmont High School’s upcoming holiday music programs. 

 

Councilmember Hurt described a Commission on Status of Women Leadership Conference. She 

noted that nominations were being accepted for the San Mateo County Women’s Hall of Fame.  

 

Mayor Stone acknowledged the recent tree lighting event at Carlmont Shopping Center. He noted 

the City of Belmont’s Adopt-A-Drain program. He acknowledged outgoing councilmembers, 

congratulated winners in recent elections, and welcomed new Mayors in other cities in San Mateo 

County. He thanked employees who worked on Thanksgiving Day. 

 

Mayor Stone provided proclamations to Carlmont High School Girls Tennis, Boy’s Cross Country, 

and Girls Varsity Cross Country Teams.  

 

COMMENTS REGARDING CONSENT ITEMS 

City Manager Scoles noted the replacement resolution for Consent Agenda Item B (Agreement 

with the County of San Mateo relative to the Old County Road Street Light project). 

 

City Attorney Rennie read the titles of the Cannabis and Posting/publishing ordinances. He noted 

that other ordinances were read at earlier meetings. 

 

Councilmember Kim requested the removal of Consent Item E (Cannabis Ordinance) for separate 

consideration. 

 

Laura Peterhans, Belmont resident, expressed support for the Old County Road lighting project. 
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ITEMS APPROVED ON CONSENT CALENDAR 

Minutes of Special and Regular City Council Meeting October 10, 2017  

Minutes of Regular Belmont Fire Protection District Meeting October 10, 2017  

Minutes of Special and Regular City Council Meeting October 24, 2017  

Minutes of Regular Belmont Fire Protection District Meeting October 24, 2017 

Resolution 2017-086 Authorizing the City Manager to execute an agreement with the County of 

San Mateo’s Belmont Highway Lighting District for the Old County Road Street Light Project, 

City Contract Number 2017-556 

Resolution 2017-087 accepting the dedication of a storm drain easement at 2906 San Juan 

Boulevard 

Resolution 2017-088 for the Sanitary Sewer and Water Rehabilitation Project, City Contract 

Number 2017-558 with the following actions: 1) Approve amendment to Task Order #6 with 

Schaaf and Wheeler Consulting Civil Engineers for an additional budget of $19,800, with a ten 

percent contingency for design of pavement restoration; 2) Approve plans and specifications, 

authorizing advertisement for sealed bids, and authorizing the City Manager to execute a contract 

with the lowest responsible bidder for an amount not to exceed $2,988,000, with a ten percent 

construction contingency; 3) Approve a Task Order for Construction Management Services with 

Tanner Pacific, Inc. for an amount not to exceed $217,240; 4) Authorize City Manager to 

execute a cooperative agreement with Mid-Peninsula Water District (MPWD) for Construction 

of the Sanitary Sewer and Water Rehabilitation Project 

Ordinance 2017-1123 Adding Chapter 32 (Minimum Wage) to the Belmont City Code 

Increasing the Minimum Wage To $15 By 2020 

Ordinance 2017-1124 and Zoning Map to Implement The 2035 General Plan and Conform 

Various Existing Regulations to the 2035 General Plan 

Ordinance 2017-1125 amending the Belmont Zoning Ordinance (Ordinance 360) and Zoning 

Map to Implement the Belmont Village Specific Plan 

Motion to Receive Monthly Financial Reports 

Introduction of an ordinance adding administrative provisions to the Belmont City Code for 

the publications of ordinance summaries, posting of notices, and repealing outdated provisions 

 

ACTION: On a motion by Councilmember Hurt, seconded by Councilmember Kim, the Consent 

Agenda was unanimously approved, as amended (4-0, Reed absent). 

 

ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT CALENDAR FOR SEPARATE 

CONSIDERATION 

Introduction of an ordinance Amending the Belmont City Code and Zoning Ordinance to 

prohibit commercial cannabis businesses in Belmont and regulate Cannabis Cultivation for 

Personal Use 

Councilmember Kim noted that he will be voting no on this ordinance because he does not support 

delivery of cannabis products. 

 

ACTION: On a motion by Councilmember Lieberman, seconded by Councilmember Hurt, 

Ordinance 2017-1128 Establishing Regulations Governing Cannabis in the Belmont City Code 

and Amending the Belmont Zoning Ordinance (ordinance 360) to Prohibit Commercial Cannabis 
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Uses was approved (3-1, Kim no, Reed absent). 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

Revise Maximum Rate for Collection Services for CY 2018 

City Engineer Alvarez noted that the City Council previously discussed rate adjustment and set 

the hearing for tonight. 

 

Solid Waste Consultant Koorn reviewed the rate setting process, calculated maximum rates, and 

schedules for various services.  

 

In response to Councilmember Hurt, Recology General Manager Michael Kelly clarified that 

revenues for recycling commodities have been decreasing due to issues in China. He pointed out 

that commodities help offset operational expenses. 

 

Also in response to Councilmember Hurt, Consultant Koorn confirmed that there has been less 

migration in recent years. He noted that the cost to process carts does not change based on cart 

size. He stated that the majority of rate the increase is as a result of an increase in the CPI 

(Consumer Price Index). 

 

Mayor Stone opened the Public Hearing. No one came forward to speak. Mayor Stone closed the 

Public Hearing. 

 

City Clerk Cook confirmed that twelve protest letters were received.  

 

Councilmember Kim pointed out that there was no increase in trash rates in the previous year, and 

in fact, there was a minimal decrease. He noted that Recology has developed a robust 

green/compost program. 

 

Councilmember Lieberman noted there were very few protest letters, and the City Council has 

received more in previous years. 

 

ACTION: On a motion by Councilmember Kim, seconded by Councilmember Lieberman, 

Resolution 2017-089 stating the City of Belmont’s intent to revise the maximum rate that may be 

charged for solid waste, recyclable materials, and organic materials collection services effective 

January 1, 2018 was unanimously approved (4-0, Reed absent). 

 

Inclusionary Zoning Ordinance Amendments - Affordable Housing Requirements for Multi-

Family Residential Rental Projects - 2nd Reading 

Community Development Director de Melo noted that this ordinance was previously discussed 

and introduced. It provides a requirement for affordable housing provision for multi-family 

developments. 

 

In response to Councilmember Kim, Community Development Director de Melo stated that two 

Planning Commissioners voted no due to the concern that the ordinance represented a form of rent 
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control ordinance, or would curb the production of housing. 

 

Mayor Stone opened the Public Hearing.  

 

Laura Peterhans, Belmont resident, expressed support for the ordinance, and stated she has 

supported inclusionary policies throughout the county for many years. 

 

Mayor Stone closed the Public Hearing. 

 

In response to Councilmember Lieberman, Community Development Director de Melo stated that 

his department will be creating informational brochures to explain the process. He clarified that 

housing units still need to be built. 

 

Councilmember Kim explained the genesis of inclusionary ordinances, and noted that they are 

important tools to provide housing for young people or those on fixed incomes. 

 

Councilmember Hurt pointed out that 15 percent is the minimum level of affordable units, and 

projects can provide more than that. She noted this is a good start in helping people find more 

affordable housing.  

 

Mayor Stone stated that the ordinance is a tool to help the Peninsula continue to be 

socioeconomically diverse, and does not discourage development. He noted that rent control does 

not have a means test, and affordable housing is affordable from day one. He stated that the 

ordinance adds clarity for developers. 

 

Councilmember Lieberman stated that development will still be profitable even with providing 

affordable units. He noted that this provides a community benefit.  

 

ACTION: On a motion by Councilmember Lieberman, seconded by Councilmember Hurt, 

Ordinance 2017-1126 regarding Affordable Housing Requirements for Multi-Family Residential 

Rental Projects was unanimously approved (4-0, Reed absent). 

 

City Attorney Rennie explained that the title of the ordinance was read at the last meeting. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

Consider Submitting a Measure to the Voters of Belmont at the June 5, 2018 or November 

6, 2018 Municipal Election as to Whether the Offices of City Clerk and City Treasurer 

Should be Changed from Elected to Appointed 

City Manager Scoles provided information regarding other cities who have migrated to appointive 

positions. He noted that Council concurred the last time this was discussed to have an election, but 

the question remains which election cycle. 

 

Councilmember Lieberman commented regarding communications the City Council has received 

from residents regarding efforts of current Clerk and Treasurer. He noted that he does not agree 
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with the comments. He pointed out that duties of both positions have evolved over the years. He 

supports a November election cycle. 

 

Councilmember Hurt expressed support for having an election and letting the voters decide. She 

noted that this is not a referendum on the good work that has been done by the current Treasurer 

and Clerk. She pointed out that most of the cities in the region have appointed clerks. 

 

Councilmember Kim stated that the current best practice is for the positions to be appointive. He 

expressed support for the November election cycle to put the question before greatest number of 

voters. 

 

Mayor Stone expressed support for an election, and recommended June, as November will be a 

full ballot. He expressed concern regarding voter fatigue. He stated he could support November if 

majority of council supports. 

 

Discussion ensued. Council concurred with November. Council also concurred that each position 

would be a separate ballot measure. 

 

City Manager Scoles stated that staff would bring back amended resolutions on the next Consent 

calendar. 

 

COMMISSION, COMMITTEE, AND COUNCIL INTERGOVERNMENTAL 

ASSIGNMENT UPDATES, AND STAFF ITEMS 

Verbal report from Councilmembers on Intergovernmental (IGR) and Subcommittee 

Assignments 

Councilmember Hurt reviewed the Executive Director’s report given at a recent SBWMA (South 

Bayside Waste Management Authority) meeting.  

 

Councilmember Kim outlined the recent board projects approved by C/CAG. He provided an 

overview of projects funded by the HEART (Housing Endowment and Regional Trust) Board, and 

summarized the discussion regarding potential for HEART to borrow monies from cities for use 

in other cities. He provided highlights of a recent YAC (Youth Advisory Committee) meeting.  

 

Councilmember Lieberman stated that a highlight of the capital projects was provided at a recent 

Silicon Valley Clean Water (SVCW) meeting. 

 

Mayor Stone stated that highlights at a recent Sam Trans Board Meeting included declining 

ridership and the exploration of a revenue measure. 

 

Verbal report from City Manager 

City Manager Scoles noted that due to the City Council reorganization, the next meeting 

(December 12) would begin at 6:30 P.M. 
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ADJOURNMENT at this time, being 8:20 P.M. 

 

Terri Cook  

City Clerk  

 


